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Concept Note

A brief glance at the news headlines of the past decade – from 9/11 and invasion of Afghanistan and Iraq to the UK riots; from the Asian tsunami to the Daiichi nuclear disaster; from Arab Spring to the protests staged by the likes of Aung San Suu Kyi, Irom Sharmila and Anna Hazare – confirms that Gandhi is a name neither anachronistic nor dispensable in this age of unprecedented globalisation and entrenched capitalism.

 Gandhi’s is a dynamic system of thought that has as its base the principle of Sarvodaya (welfare of all). It is a worldview that advocates holistic social transformation for inclusive growth. Key concepts like satya (truth), ahimsa (non-violence), asteya (non-stealing), aparigraha (non-possession), swadeshi and gramswaraj (self-sufficiency and grassroots development) offer an alternative foundation to a society that is beset by aggressive militarisation, exploitation of limited natural resources and social disparity.

Gandhi anticipated the crises the world faces today, but his legacy provides no quick fixes. Instead we have a value system that starts afresh and put things in perspective. The proposed seminar aims to gain a better understanding and discuss the pertinence and viability of Gandhian beliefs in the context of the contemporary world. Suggested topics include but are not restricted to:

1) Implications of Gandhian economics in the present

2) Nature conservation and Gandhi

3) Viability of Gandhi’s model of women empowerment in the twenty-first century

4) Development of Indian villages

5) Gandhian way of life in the age of consumerism

6) Decentralization of power

7) World peace and Gandhi

8) Applied Gandhism – a fantasy?
RELEVANT INFORMATION

• Registration Fee 

                 Faculty:   Rs.1200.00

                 Student: Rs.   800.00

(Registration Fee includes Registration kit; lunch, Tea) 

Late Fee: Rs.200 Extra (after 01.02.2012)

Registration fee may be remitted in advance through a Demand Draft in favour of: Principal, Mahila Mahavidyalaya, BHU, payable at Varanasi
Venue
Conference Hall, Science Block, MMV

Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi-221 005

Accommodation
Accommodations may be arranged on request in the University Guest House, Faculty Guest House, and in Hotels on payment basis. The details of the hotels in Varanasi may be viewed on www.varanasicity.com
Address for Correspondence
The Organizing Secretary (RGTL_2012)
Mahila Mahavidyalaya 

Banaras Hindu University 
Varanasi-221005

Telephone No. 0542-2367927; 2307600

Fax: 0542-2367927

Email: rgtl2012@gmail.com
Registration form may be downloaded from BHU website www.bhu.ac.in or conference website www.rgtl2012.weebly.com
Guideline for the authors

An electronic version of the Abstract/manuscript in MS Word Format should be submitted via email. Papers and Abstracts should be typed double-spaced in MS word for soft copy and on A4 size paper with 1inch margin for hard copy. Paper/Abstract will be accepted either in Hindi or English. 

For Hindi: Use only Kurti Dev 010 font.

For English: Use only Times New Roman font size 12. 

Last date of the abstract submission: 15.01.2012

Last date of the Full manuscript submission: 01.03.2012

For other details please visit conference website www.rgtl2012.weebly.com or www.bhu.ac.in 
BANARAS HINDU UNIVERSITY
Located on the banks of river Ganga, Banaras Hindu University, the oldest residential University in the country, was established in 1916 by the visionary educationist Mahamana Madan Mohan Malaviya. The picturesque 1400 acre campus houses three Institutes (Medical, Technology and Agricutlure), a Women’s College (Mahila Mahavidyalaya), 15 Faculties, 123 Departments and 4 interdisciplinary Schools. The rapidly growing 2760 acre south campus of the University is located at Barkachha in Vindhyan Plateau about 70 km from Varanasi. 

MAHILA MAHAVIDYALAYA 

Mahila Mahavidyalaya (estd. 1929, originally named Women’s College) of the Banaras Hindu University is a landmark in the history of women’s education in northern India. MMV is one of the first institutions to champion the cause of women empowerment through education. 

An extensive infrastructure facility (over 7800 sq. m floor area), Savitri Devi Dalmia Vigyan Bhawan, has  been created through the efforts and generous donation (over Rs 8 crores) by a distinguished alumna of MMV. A Cyberhut having internet connectivity is separately available fully wired campus. 

VARANASI

Varanasi, with its ancient name Kashi and popularly known as Banaras is one of the oldest living cities in the world. Besides being a cultural and religious centre of India, it remained from the ancient times a great seat of learning. The past glory of education and erudition of Varanasi is being kept alive by Banaras Hindu University founded by Mahamana Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviyaji. 

Varanasi is well connected by train and air with all major cities of India. The weather in March is mild and pleasant. 
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